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8 to 15 feet
(2.5 – 5 m)
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New Orleans Metropolitan Area: Katrina Maximum Flooding DepthNew Orleans Metropolitan Area: Katrina Maximum Flooding Depth
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hurricane---Emergency Teams alerted

H Corps activates Emergency Operations 
Center---Emergency Teams put on 

standby

H Lead elements of Corps Alternate 

Command Post (ACP) relocate to 
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H 1,200+ New Orleans District employees 
evacuate the city

H Reserve Emergency Operations Center 

Team (REOC)  activated, commander 

relocates to fortified bunker
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H USACE MVN allows non-
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LOUISIANA STATE CONTRA FLOW  
EVACUATION

H Over 300,000 cars destroyedH Over 300,000 cars destroyed

H 131,210 “blue roofs” installed 

by the Corps
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H 81,000 businesses destroyed

l 115,000 businesses           

pre-Katrina

H 81,000 businesses destroyed

l 115,000 businesses           

pre-Katrina

H Over 500,000 homes damagedH Over 500,000 homes damaged
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H 5.5 million cubic yards of fill 

material needed for levee 
repairs, enough to fill 1.2 
Superdomes
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CITY OF NEW ORLEANS EVACUATION



Background Presentation to the National Committee on Levee Safety 8

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS EVACUATION 

CONTINUED

The city of New Orleans has a City –Assisted Evacuation 

Plan (CAEP) program designed to help people who have 

no means of evacuating on their own. Including the elderly 

and Special Needs citizens.

Call the City’s 311 hotline or 1-877-286-6431 or 1-800-981-

NOLA (TTY) for assistance or login into 
www.nolaready.com. Or text message NOLA4U.

The program uses Buses and Trains as the primary means 

of transporation.

H Positioning of the USACE Emergency teams at 
the ACP (Vicksburg, MS ) and REOC (Port Allen, 
LA) should take place before the State or City 
evacuation begin. At least H-96 hours before 
landfall.
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LESSONS LEARNED

EVACUATION
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